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5 May 1966
MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Trade end Services Division
FROM: Chief, Fuels end Power BEranch
SURJECT: Proposed Project to Study Factors Affectl the
Capability and Will of North Vietnam to gontinue
d ﬁr

The following may be helpful in planning the proposed project.

1. CIA/RR EM 8C 65-8, Recent Rise in Tmports of Combat-Related Fharme-

ceuticels by North Wietnem and Communist Chins, published 28 Decemver

, coupares 8 of ccmbat-related p ceuticals in 1964 ard
1965. rts in 1965 appeared to be far in excess of requirements

and suggested stockpiling in enticipetion of & protracted or perhaps

more intenmsified conflict. This report hes been updated to include
thus fer in 1966. A memorandum fram Chief, R/CH to Chlef,
5t/CB, dsted 21 March, indicated thet imports of phermeceuticals
during the first gquarter of 1966 continued et & high level, tut that
there was no drematic increase. A similar memorandum of 29 April,

was summerized in the CIA Memorandum, The Situstion in Vietnam, deted

W

3 May. It indicated that there hi s been & gharp increese in imports
of blood plasms snd pleama substitutes, This protably does not in-
dicste amy change of intentions but more likely is essociated with

the drain on stockpliles caused by rising casuélties. The estinsted
nupber of sericusly wounded In the first guerter of 1966 is sbout 60

percent greater then in 1665, In sddition to supplies consumed in

treating battle casualties, blood plasma has been lest to US and ARVN

forces. Fvidence does not suggest, however, that North Vietnamese
stockpiles heve reached a critically low level. R/CH will continue
to study this subject.

2. Project 25,4800, Petroleum Su of North Vietnem, is being prepered
by R/FP and T/TR.” This prajeg . scheduled for completion at the end
of June, seeks to determine the capability of the petroleum supply
gystem of North Vietnam to meet civilisn end military requirements

{a) under present condiitioms, and (b) in the event of lmterdiction of

the supply by edditionsl sttecks on bulk storege vacilitles and/or
by mining of ports. Its conclusions should be directly relevent to
the proposed study of factors affecting the capability and will of
NHorth Vietnam to continue the war,
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The MCC Operations Swmery is nov received by the CIA Cperstions
Center, end is kept there for reference. Work on the proposed
project might be facilitated if an additional copy could be oltalined
for use outgide of the COperstions Center.

The log book of the CIA Action Officer in the MMCC may be & useful

source of inforpetion on aircreft losses in South Vietnam and laocs
and for dats on B-%52 raids on South Vietnam. Copies of the lcg
book ave kept in the CIA Operatioms Center.

A poinmt of contact in the Pentagon will be necessary, sa it was
during the preparation of Project 00.47T1, The Record snd Potentisl

of Alr Attacks in Atteln s %‘yectiwa in Vietnam. 1bis point of
contect should heve knowiedge of source material perteining to both
the air war end the ground war. Terheps en officer in the EMCC PAC
Division would be properly gitusted to give the necesssry guldance.

Clarificstion of the time span to be covered Ly the propesed project
would be useful. The end of 196hk might be s reascnable sterting date
for exsmining military build-up and probebly would provide an adequate
standerd of comparigon for demege nssesament. TFor scme toplces for
example the pharmmceutical imporis, an earlier base peried mey be
required.

Statisticel snalygis of the rete of militery bulld-up and of amounts
of damage done cannot provide s direct ansver to the quesiion of the
vill of North Vietnam and of the Viet Cong to continue the war.

Buch aualysis can, perheps, measure cepabllity, or the scale of effort
required to give North Vietnem some hope of success in the pursult of
political and military cobjectives in South Vietnam. It may even
provide indicetors of intentions. But it will lseve unansvered vital
guestions concerning moralcand the will to persist in the fece of
beavy losses in economic &nd human resources.
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